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Days out: March to August 2023 

01 February 2023 

Hello, everyone, and welcome to a new set of Abbeyhall trips. 

We’ve one thing to say to you, and that’s, ‘Walkies!’ 

Don’t worry – we’re not taking you on the 102-mile Cotswold Way (or anything 

similar). But we are offering the chance to visit the national centre for Guide Dogs 

for the Blind Association. It sounds a wonderful experience, full of puppies 

(*collective ‘Aahh!’*), as well as knowledgeable guides explaining the work of these 

life-enhancing animals. 

There’s more besides – including a city visit, National Trust property, Malvern Spring 

Show, a nostalgic museum… and, of course, our holiday to Hampshire. 

So sit… wait… and get ready for a treat! 

 

Date Town 

Friday 17 February 2023 Huffkins Tea Shop & time in StowOTWold 

Thursday 23 March 2023 Worcester (& Royal Worcester museum) 

Thursday 20 April 2023 Hants Holiday - 5days 

Friday 12 May 2023 Malvern Spring Festival 

Thursday 22 June 2023 Black Country Living Museum, Dudley 

Wednesday 12 July 2023 Tyntesfield NT park and gardens 

Wednesday 09 August 2023 Leamington and Guide Dog Visit 

 

Details follow below:-  
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Friday 17 February - Cream Tea at Huffkins Tea Rooms  

& explore Stow-on-the-Wold 

Coach £20, Cream Tea £16- Total £36 per person 

 
So you’ve lost all the Christmas weight ☺. What’s more, it’s winter, when we all need treats. And we 

figured a cream tea at Stow ticked all the boxes. Who’d say no to a cream tea with sandwiches, scones and 

cake? (Ian and I are going, even if no one else is coming with us.) Huffkins is a fab Cotswold café venue – 

with a great reputation – in a listed building in the centre of the Market Square. The cream tea is booked 

for 11.30am. There will also be time to look around the town, such as at the beautiful wool church of St 

Edward’s, and the individual shops. I’d also advise a look at Scotts of Stow, the fab home and kitchen store 

(where, if you’re like me, you can buy amazing kitchen gadgets that sit in a drawer for 12 months). 

 

0900-0915h  Nailsworth/Box/Minch pickups 

1015h   Stow 

1130h  Huffkins Tea 

1400h   Leave for home 
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Thursday 23 March 2023 - Worcester City Centre 

(and optional Royal Worcester museum) 

Catherdral, NT Greyfrairs, Heritage Walk & shops 

Coach £24.25, Royal Worcester museum option £5.75- Total £24.25/£30.00 per person 

 
Ian and I went to Worcester recently – and re-realised what an absolutely cracking city this is. (What 

Gloucester might be like, had it not been for 1960s planners. We’ll say no more on this subject.) We’ll be 

parking at the Museum of Royal Worcester (with a lovely café beside it), five minutes’ walk from the 

centre. For those of you who’d like to start your day with a visit here (optional), it’s a great museum, telling 

250 years of colourful stories through the largest collection of Worcester porcelain in the world, in the very 

place it was made (museumofroyalworcester.org; tickets optional but we have a group discount – cost 

£5.75 per person. Please do let us know when booking if you’d like a ticket.) The city itself (there’s time to 

do both) is full of great and individual shops, cafes and restaurants, many housed in lovely old buildings. 

There’s also a fascinating National Trust property bang in the middle of the shops – Greyfriars House and 

Garden (nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/worcestershire-herefordshire/greyfriars-house-and-garden), a gorgeous 

late-medieval merchant’s house. You can also download a heritage self-guided walk through the city at  

https://www.museumofroyalworcester.org/app/uploads/2015/03/Worcester-Heritage-Walk-4.pdf 

(All this and we haven’t even mentioned the Cathedral! 

 

0900-0915h  Nailsworth/Box/Minch pickups 

1030h   Worcester 

1500h  Leave for home 
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Thursday 20 April 2023 - Hampshire Holiday – 5days 

 
Just a reminder that we’re offering a five-day trip to Hampshire in April (so we won’t be doing an additional 

day-out this month). (At least, not without booking a full two weeks of nursing-home care for Katie and 

Ian.) 

For those of you who haven’t been on a holiday with us, it’s a really friendly trip. We all go on days out 

together (something each day), as well as eating our evening meal together, too. 

Everyone is welcome and – at time of writing – we still have some room. The cost is £540 per person 

sharing a 4-star, twin or double room (single supplement). We’ll be staying at the 4⁕ Hampshire Court 

Hotel (dinner, bed and full English breakfast included). Attraction entry is also included in the price (except 

for a supplement for National Trust properties for non-members), as well as coffee and cake on the first 

day. 

Among the outings are: Bicester Village, two National Trust visits, tour of gin distillery, a day out at 

Beaulieu (historic house, gardens, picturesque ruins, National Motor Museum, World of Top Gear), Jane 

Austen’s house, heritage railway trip, and an afternoon in Winchester 
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Friday 12 May 2023- RHS Malvern Spring Festival 

Coach £21, Group Entry Ticket £27- Total £48 per person 
(Coach-only option for RHS members wishing to secure their own ticket) 

 
Every time we go to a Malvern show, we leave feeling we haven’t done half of it. (Though Ian is always 

hugely relieved we haven’t had time to go to more of the shopping village.) There are amazing show 

gardens, full of ideas for the latest design trends, and demonstrating award-winning planting; a huge floral 

marquee with displays by more than 50 nurseries (and a chance to buy some bargain plants, as well as 

rare gems). Celebrity gardeners will be giving talks in the theatre; you can find food to buy, and watch 

cooking demonstrations; and – of course – there are loads of stalls with everything from garden statuary to 

country clothing.  

There’s a full programme at rhsmalvern.co.uk – keep an eye on it as more events/talks are added the 

nearer we get to the date. 

 

0900-0915h  Nailsworth/Box/Minch pickups 

1030h   Malvern 

1530h  Leave for home 
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Thursday 22 June 2023 - Black Country Living Museum, Dudley 

Coach £26.50, Museum entrance £15.50- Total £42.00 per person 

 
Ian raves about this museum. (I’ve never been so – any complaints – please do blame him.) (He especially 

loves the fish and chips in the café.) It’s set across 26 acres, which are home to 40 reconstructed shops, 

houses and industrial areas bringing Black Country history to life. You can meet historical characters who’ll 

describe what it was like during the Industrial Revolution. There’s an underground mine experience where 

you can try your hand at being an 1850s miner. A 1912 school lesson will test your times tables (if anyone 

makes a joke about Katie counting coach passengers, you will NOT be allowed back on). Old-fashioned 

street games, a chemist with treatments that will make you revalue the NHS (though not the waiting lists); 

industrial demonstrations, and an old pub, the Elephant & Castle – the fun just goes on. 

(More at the website: bclm.com  &  YouTube video clip at: https://youtu.be/aG7ynjyedCc) 

0900-0915h  Nailsworth/Box/Minch pickups 

1100h   Dudley 

1530h  Leave for home 
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Wednesday 12 July 2023 - Tyntesfield National Trust 

Tyntesfield, National Trust spectacular Victorian Gothic Revival house, south Bristol 
Coach £20, Non NT member £16.50- Total £36.50 per person 

 
Tyntesfield – around an hour’s drive away – is a tonic: such an interesting house and pretty unusual, as far 

as National Trust properties go, in terms of age. The Gibbs family, who built their fortune on the trade of 

guano (a fertiliser from bird droppings, if you must know) bought the estate in 1843 and set about creating 

a magnificent family home in the Gothic style. The house is full of incredible workmanship, and the gardens 

burst with flowers, trees and plants. You can join a free guided garden or glasshouse tour. Best of all, the 

Cow Barn Kitchen restaurant turns some of those same plants into delicious meals! (And you can enjoy 

three shops: the main NT outlet, second-hand books, and a garden shop.) 

(www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/bath-bristol/tyntesfield) 

 

0900-0915h  Nailsworth/Box/Minch pickups 

1015h   Tyntesfield 

1515h  Leave for home 

 

 
 

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/bath-bristol/tyntesfield
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Wednesday 09 August 2023 - Leamington Spa and Guide Dog Visit 

A behind-the-scenes tour of Guide Dogs’ national centre and/or day trip to Leamington Spa 
 

Coach £27, Guide Dogs Tour (senior) £10 - Total £37 per person 

 
We’ll be heading to the Regency town of Royal Leamington Spa – and offering you a choice. You can either 

have a whole day in this lovely town (bit more on it in a mo). Or the second option is to look round the 

town first before heading – after lunch – to the nearby national centre for Guide Dogs for the Blind 

Association. 

We’ve booked a visitor experience with behind-the-scenes access to the UK’s only breeding centre for 

guide dogs. You will get to see gorgeous puppies, from viewing platforms, as they eat, play and snooze 

with their siblings in the Puppy Block. A member of the charity’s team will guide us around this state-of-

the-art facility and fill us in on the secrets of breeding these life-changing dogs. There are opportunities to 

walk using sensory aids, which give a brief insight into living with sight-loss. The experience will last just 

over two hours and will conclude with light refreshments and the chance to visit the gift shop. 

For those of you opting for a whole day in Leamington, you’ll have a treasure-trove of independent, 

specialist outlets alongside high street brands. And all within really lovely architecture, some beautiful 

public parks, and wide boulevards. There is also a fab selection of cafes and restaurants. Highly 

recommended.  

guidedogs.org.uk and royal-leamington-spa.co.uk 

 

0900-0915h  Nailsworth/Box/Minch pickups 

1100h   Leamington 

TBD   Guide Dog site 

TBD   Leave for home 
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Thank you, from Ian and Katie (Jarvis)  

ends… 


