Here’s the A B C of our Hampshire holiday!
Thursday, 20th April 2023 to Monday 24th April
A is for Austen;
B is for Blotto (visit to a gin distillery);
C is for Country Houses; D is for Dollops more besides.
Dear all,
Didn’t we have a lover-ly time, the days we went to Kent-shire (seems a distant memory now).
So for 2023, we’re organising a Hampshire extravaganza.
The timetable might be subject to a little bit of shuffling, but, in essence, this is what we’re
offering.
Five days, four nights at the 4⁕ Hampshire Court Hotel, dinner, bed and full English
breakfast

Day 1 - Thursday, 20th April 2023:
•

Depart Nailsworth and Minchinhampton.

•

Coffee and cake stop (included) at the Fox Inn, Great Barrington (or the nearby sister pub,
The Angel at Burford TBD)

•

Shopping/lunch at Bicester Village:

Bicester Village, sitting in the Oxfordshire countryside, first opened its doors in 1995. Since then,
this pedestrianised, open-air setting has grown to include more than 160 boutiques lining the
village’s beautifully landscaped streets.
Boutiques from British and international luxury brands – offering year-round savings on the
recommended retail price – sit alongside restaurants and cafés where you can enjoy all-day dining
and on-the-go culinary treats.
•

Dinner at the Hampshire Court Hotel

Day 2 - Friday, 21st April 2023:
•

Breakfast at Hampshire Court Hotel

•

Morning and lunch at National Trust (NT) Hinton Ampner – breath-taking manor house with
a garden acknowledged as a 20th century masterpiece.

•

3pm tour (with samples) of the Bombay Sapphire Distillery

•

Dinner at the Hampshire Court Hotel

Day 3 - Saturday, 22nd April 2023:
•

Breakfast at Hampshire Court Hotel

•

A top day out, with admission to Beaulieu Palace House.

The gorgeous gardens and picturesque abbey ruins, the Secret Army exhibition, the National
Motor Museum, the World of Top Gear, and unlimited rides on the Monorail and Veteran Bus.
•

Dinner at the Hampshire Court Hotel

Day 4 - Sunday, 23rd April 2023:
•

Breakfast at Hampshire Court Hotel

•

Train trip on the 10-mile Watercress line heritage railway through beautiful countryside and
vintage stations

•

Lunch and early afternoon free in Winchester

•

Returning to the hotel, stopping to visit Jane Austen’s former home, Chawton House, now a
small museum and tearoom.

•

Dinner at the Hampshire Court Hotel

Day 5 - Monday, 24th April 2023:
•

Breakfast at Hampshire Court Hotel

•

Morning and lunch at NT The Vyne - a Tudor house with gardens, woodland and wetlands.

•

Returning home late afternoon

In general:
For those of you who haven’t been on a holiday with us, it’s a really friendly trip. We (Ian and
Katie) are around to help, support and advise – so it’s an ideal opportunity, especially for those of
you who haven’t managed to get away recently, to do so with confidence.
We all eat our evening meal together (there’s a choice of menu): three courses, followed by
tea/coffee.
The cost of attraction entry is all included in the price, as well as coffee and cake on the first day;
but if anyone is feeling like a day off, the hotel has two indoor pools, a spa and indoor tennis
courts.
If you need to know anything else, just let us know.
To secure a place – and they do tend to go reasonably quickly – do please pay a deposit of £80
(per person) which is refundable up until 31st December 2022
Limited (#8) single rooms are available for a supplement.
See comprehensive prices on the next page:

Tour costs:
£540 per person sharing a 4-star, twin or double room.
That covers:
Five-day coach tour with Ian and Katie
Sharing a twin or double bedroom in the 4-star Hampshire Court Hotel
Hotel porterage
Tea/coffee and cake in Burford on Day1
Four dinner, bed & breakfasts
Entrance, with samples! Bombay Sapphire Distillery Day 2
All areas admission to Beaulieu Palace House Day 3
Watercress Line railway ticket Day 4
Jane Austen’s former home Day 4

£31 Non-National Trust member supplement for admission to Hinton Ampner, on Day 2 and The
Vyne on Day 5
£100 Single occupancy, for the duration, of a twin/double room (maximum of eight rooms available)
NB Do let us know if you would like to share a twin bedroom with another and we will do what we can

Payment schedule:
£80 per person deposit, by cheque or bank transfer, required with booking. These will be held on
file.
Balance due in new year but before 20th February 2023

Cancellation:
Cancelling before 31st December 2022, deposit cheque destroyed.
Cancelling in 2023 up to 20th February 2023, just loss of deposit.
After then, when we have confirmed numbers, there is no refund, except in exceptional circumstances.

Insurance:
Travel insurance – proof of your insurer’s name, policy and contact numbers are required

If you’d like to book or know more, then drop Ian/Katie an email at bus@abbeyhall.info
or call 01453 83 31 31 for a chat…

Days 1-5 - The 4⁕ Hampshire Court Hotel, Chineham, Hants

Day 1 AM Enroute coffe/cake stop at Burford/Great Barrington (TBD)

Day 1 - Lunch and PM time to explore at Bicester Village

Day2 AM - National Trust Hinton Ampner

Day 2 – PM Bombay Sapphire Distillery:

Day 3 - Beaulieu Palace House:

Day 4 AM Watercress Line train ride

Day 4 Mid-day free time in Winchester

Day 4 PM - Jane Austen’s House Museum - Chawton

Day 5 - National Trust The Vyne

